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Background 
On 2 April 2019 UN Environment released a report on enabling Effective and Equitable Marine Protected 
Areas - Guidance on combining governance approaches, supported by a case study compendium.  
The rationale behind the work is securing healthy oceans and coasts to contribute to sustainable 
development, which requires widespread changes in how human activities are managed in and around 
coastal and marine areas. The need for change is clear as the impacts of over-exploitation, pollution, coastal 
development and climate change on oceans and coasts become increasingly visible. 
It is acknowledged that marine protected areas offer one of the best options for maintaining or restoring the 
health of ocean and coastal ecosystems, particularly when they form part of holistic policy and integrated 
management systems. 
As highlighted also in the HELCOM MPA Management workshop in September 2018, strong governance that 
influences human behaviour and reduces impacts on marine and coastal ecosystems is essential for marine 
protected areas to be truly effective. The Guide provides evidence-based advice on how to use the 
governance of marine protected areas to promote conservation and share sustainable marine resources. It 
has been developed using 34 marine protected area case studies from around the world. It provides a 
governance framework and highlights key issues in order to address specific governance situations. 
The Sustainable Development Goals and targets on oceans recognize the need to combine biodiversity 
conservation and sustainable use, with a clear role for people and the equitable sharing of costs and benefits. 
The Guide shows how integrated governance can combine the roles of national governments, local 
communities, and market schemes to enhance the effectiveness of marine protected areas. The guidance 
recognizes that there a regional and even local differences and therefore provides a flexible approach to 
governance that can be relevant to any marine protected area. 
The case studies used in the Guide cover a variety of marine protected area types, including no-take, multiple-
use, small, large, remote, private, government-led, decentralized and community-led protected areas. They 
highlight different governance approaches, challenges faced, and solutions implemented to achieve 
conservation objectives. Further details can be found in the Case Study Compendium that supports the guide. 
The intended beneficiaries of the guide include planners, decision-makers and practitioners engaged in 
marine protected area development and implementation, or those who have a general interest in protected 
area governance. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to: 

- Take note of the information and use it as appropriate.

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/27790/MPA.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/27790/MPA.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/27851/MPA_CS.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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